Nathan Ballantyne

Academic Appointments

Associate Professor of Philosophy, Cognition, and Culture, Arizona State University, Summer
2022-present.

Associate Professor of Philosophy, Fordham University, 2017-Summer 2022.
Visiting Scholar, Mind & Society Center, University of Southern California, 2018-2019.

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Fordham University, 2011-2017.

Education

Ph.D. in Philosophy, University of Arizona, 2005-11. (Dissertation: Why We Disagree and Why
It Matters. Committee: Stewart Cohen, Terry Horgan, Keith Lehrer)

Graduate Program in Philosophy, University of Toronto, 2004-05.

B.A. (Honours) in Philosophy with High Distinction, Victoria College, University of Toronto,
2000-04.

The George Kennedy Scholarship in Philosophy, University of Toronto, 2004 (Awarded to the
top graduating philosophy student).

Sanford Medal, Victoria College, 2004 (Awarded to the top graduating philosophy student).

Research Interests

My research draws extensively on ideas from the social and cognitive sciences in order to illumi-
nate epistemology’s traditional concerns about the limits of knowledge and improving human
inquiry. In my book Knowing Our Limits (2019), I develop and defend a novel approach to
epistemology on which epistemic theorizing guides and regulates inquiry, as well as numerous
articles and chapters on topics related to biases, disagreement, epistemic humility, expertise,
self-judgment, and skepticism. My epistemological work sometimes examines episodes from
the history of philosophy and science, and I've done some archival work connected to the history
of 20th analytic philosophy. In current work, I am focusing on the dynamics of open-minded
inquiry, the nature of conformist thinking, debiasing techniques, connections between moral
psychology and epistemology, and issues of trust and distrust in experts.
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Grants, Fellowships, and Awards
External grant, Humility in Inquiry: Foundations and New Directions, John Templeton Founda-
tion, 2022-2025 [$3,412,760].

External grant, Summer research project on medieval Arabic social epistemology (“The Chal-
lenge of Taglid in Al-Ghazali”) (co-PIs with Stephen Ogden), University of Missouri-St Louis,
2021 [$18,000].

External fellowship, Academic Cross-Training Fellowship, John Templeton Foundation, 2018-
20 [$152,401].

External grant, Epistemic Trespassing in Public Discourse (co-PIs with David Dunning), Uni-
versity of Connecticut’s Intellectual Humility in Public Discourse Project, 2017-19 [$165,000].

External grant, Review of Intellectual Humility Research, John Templeton Foundation, 2017
[$57,689].

External grant, Epistemic Humility as a Solution to the Problem of Disagreement, John Tem-
pleton Foundation, 2015-16 [$102,397].

Faculty Fellowship, Fordham University, 2014-15; 2017-18.

Postdoctoral Fellow in Philosophy, RSSS, Australian National University, 2012-13 (declined
following the birth of a child).

Graduate Riesen Prize, University of Arizona, 2010 (Awarded for the best paper by a graduate
student in philosophy).

SSHRC Doctoral Fellowship, Social Sciences & Humanities Research Council, 2005-09 [$80,000].

The Ethel Treble & F. Louis Barber Travelling Scholarship, Victoria College, University of Toronto,
2008.

NSF Graduate Research Assistantship, University of Arizona, 2006-07.

Graduate College Fellowship and Graduate Research Assistantship, University of Arizona, 2005-
07.

Canadian Graduate Scholarship, Social Sciences & Humanities Research Council, 2005 (de-
clined) [$105,000].

Ontario Graduate Scholarship, Government of Ontario, 2005 (declined).

The George Kennedy Scholarship in Philosophy, University of Toronto, 2004 (Awarded to the top
graduating philosophy student).

Sanford Medal, Victoria College, University of Toronto, 2004 (Awarded to the top graduating
philosophy student).



Nathan Ballantyne 3

Publications

Books
1. Knowing Our Limits, Oxford University Press, September 2019, 326 pages.

Scholarly reviews in Australasian Journal of Philosophy, Journal of Applied Philosophy,
Metaphilosophy, Metascience, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, Philosophical Quarterly,
among others; popular reviews and discussions in The Philosopher magazine, among oth-
ers.

2. Reason, Bias, and Inquiry: The Crossroads of Epistemology and Psychology (co-edited with
David Dunning, University of Michigan, Psychology). Oxford University Press, May 2022.

Chapters by Thomas Kelly & Sarah McGrath; Nathan N. Cheek & Emily Pronin; Roy
Sorensen; Teresa Allen & Michael P. Lynch; Jason D’Cruz; Yael Granot, Kristyn A. Jones, &
Emily Balcetis; Chris Tucker; Jessie Munton; David Dunning; Nathan Ballantyne; Hilary
Kornblith; Alessandra Tanesini; Hugo Mercier; Deanna Kuhn & Kalypso Iordanou; Frank
Keil & Kristi Lockhart.

Peer-Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters

3. “Do Your Own Research™ (with Jared Celniker and David Dunning), In press, Social Episte-
mology.

4. “A Review of Recent Work on Intellectual Humility: A Philosopher’s Perspective,” Online
First, Journal of Positive Psychology (17,000 word target article, which will appear with brief
response articles by 20 scientists and philosophers.) DOI: 10.1080/17439760.2021.1940252

5. “Novices and Expert Disagreement”, 2022, Reason, Bias, and Inquiry: The Crossroads of Episte-
mology and Psychology, eds. N. Ballantyne and D. Dunning (Oxford University Press). DOLI:
10.1093/0s0/9780197636916.003.0011

6. “Introduction” (with David Dunning), 2022, Reason, Bias, and Inquiry: The Crossroads of
Epistemology and Psychology, eds. N. Ballantyne and D. Dunning (Oxford University Press).
DOI: 10.1093/050/9780197636916.003.0001

7. “Tragic Flaws,” 2022, Journal of the American Philosophical Association 8(1): 20-40. DOIL:
10.1017/apa.2020.39

8. “The Fog of Debate,” 2021, Social Philosophy and Policy 38(2): 91-110. DOI: 10.1017/S026505
2522000061

9. “Hanlon’s Razor” (with Peter H. Ditto), 2021, Midwest Studies in Philosophy (45): 309-331.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

“Epistemic Trespassing,” 2019, Mind (128.510): 367-395.
“The Soritical Centipede” (with Terry Horgan and Brian Fiala), 2019, Nous (53.2): 491-510.

“Luck and Significance” (with Samuel Kampa), 2019, The Routledge Handbook of the Philos-
ophy and Psychology of Luck, eds. I. Church and R. Hartman (Routledge), pp. 160-170.

“Is Epistemic Permissivism Intuitive?”, 2018, American Philosophical Quarterly (55.4): 365-
378.

“Implicit Racial Bias and Epistemic Pessimism” (with Charles Lassiter), 2017, Philosophical
Psychology (30: 1-2): 79-101.

“Verbal Disagreements and Philosophical Skepticism,” 2016, Australasian Journal of Philoso-
phy (94.4): 752-765.

“The Significance of Unpossessed Evidence,” 2015, The Philosophical Quarterly (65.260): 315-
335.

“Debunking Biased Thinkers (Including Ourselves),” 2015, Journal of the American Philosoph-
ical Association (1.1): 141-162.

“David Foster Wallace on the Good Life” (with Justin Tosi), 2015, Freedom and the Self: Essays
on the Philosophy of David Foster Wallace, eds. S. Cahn & M. Eckert (Columbia University
Press), pp. 133-168.

“Does Luck Have a Place in Epistemology?” 2014, Synthese (191.7): 1391-1407.

“Counterfactual Philosophers,” 2014, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research (88.2): 368—
387.

“Knockdown Arguments,” 2014, Erkenntnis (79.3) 525-543.
“Schaffer’s Demon” (with Ian Evans), 2013, Pacific Philosophical Quarterly (94.4): 552-559.

“Moral Intuitionism Defeated?” (with Joshua Thurow), 2013, American Philosophical Quar-
terly (50.4): 411-421.

“Conciliationism and Uniqueness” (with E.J. Coffman), 2012, Australasian Journal of Philos-
ophy (90.4): 657-670.

“Assurance and Acquaintance,” 2012, Philosophical Studies (161.3): 421-431.
“Luck and Interests,” 2012, Synthese (185.3): 319-334.

“The Problem of Historical Variability,” 2012, Disagreement and Skepticism, ed. D. Machuca
(Routledge), pp. 239-259.
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28. “Uniqueness, Evidence, and Rationality” (with E.J. Coffman), 2011, Philosophers’ Imprint
(11.18): 1-13.

29. “Anti-luck Epistemology, Pragmatic Encroachment, and True Belief,” 2011, Canadian Journal
of Philosophy (41.4): 485-504.

30. “Sosa’s Dream” (with Ian Evans), 2010, Philosophical Studies (140.2): 249-252.

31. “Augustine on Testimony” (with Peter King), 2009, Canadian Journal of Philosophy (39.2):
195-214.

Commissioned and Forthcoming Works

32. Response to critics’ discussion of my target article in Journal of Positive Psychology (with Don
E. Davis), forthcoming in Journal of Positive Psychology.

33. “Al-Ghazali as Social Epistemologist” (with Stephen Ogden).

34. “Don’t Bet 10 Cents On It: Lycan on Philosophical Opinion,” a chapter for a collection of
essays in honour of William G. Lycan (edited by Mitchell Green and Jan Michel).

Book Reviews

35. Review of On Evidence in Philosophy, William G. Lycan (Oxford University Press). Notre
Dame Philosophical Reviews, 4 January 2020.

36. “Disagreement and Epistemological Guidance” in a Symposium on Jonathan Matheson’s The
Epistemic Significance of Disagreement (Palgrave Macmillan), 23 January 2017, Syndicate Phi-
losophy.

37. Review of The Epistemology of Disagreement: New Essays, eds. D. Christensen & J. Lackey
(Oxford University Press). Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, 5 July 2014.

38. Review of Disagreement, eds. R. Feldman & T. Warfield (Oxford University Press), (with
Nathan King), 2012, Mind (121.484): 808-812.

News and Media Articles

39. “Persuasion Fatigue’ Is a Unique Form of Social Frustration,” (with Jared Celniker and Peter
Ditto), Scientific American, 14 November 2022.

40. “Skeptics Say, ‘Do Your Own Research. It’s Not That Simple,” (with David Dunning) New York
Times, Opinion, Guest Essay, 3 Jan 2022. URL: https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/03/opinion/dyor-
do-your-own-research.html
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41.

42.

43.

44.

“How to Think Better: Five Questions,” Possibilities, John Templeton Foundation Newsletter,
June 2021. URL: https://www.templeton.org/news/how-to-think-better-five-questions-with
-nathan-ballantyne

“Can Shocking Images Persuade Doubters of COVID’s Dangers?” (with Jared Celniker and
Peter Ditto), Scientific American, 25 January 2021.

“Pandemic Or Not, Experts Need To Be Self-Aware And Humble,” Forbes, 30 October 2020,
interview on expertise and epistemology during the Covid-19 pandemic (conducted by Dr.
Madhukar Pai).

“Which Experts Should You Listen to during the Pandemic?” (with David Dunning), Scientific
American, 8 June 2020. (This article was also included a special issue of Scientific American:
Vol 29, Issue 4s, “Truth and Lies,” October 2020.)

Selected Media Mentions

My research has been featured and discussed in the media, including the following articles,
radio shows, and podcast episodes:

“Skeptic Check: Do Your Own Research,” Big Picture Science (U.S. radio show based at
the SETT Institute), 7 February 2022. URL: http://bigpicturescience.org/episodes/skeptic-
check-do-your-own-research

“Mocking Unvaxxed COVID Victims Is the New Pandemic Blood Sport” (Mike Pearl, The
Daily Beast, 28 September 2021).

“Not Every Question Has a Scientific Answer” (Jay Varma, The Atlantic, 21 September
2021).

“He’s a Stanford professor and a Nobel laureate. Critics say he was dangerously misleading
on Covid” (Eric Boodman, STAT, 24 May 2021).

“How Science Beat the Virus” (Ed Yong, The Atlantic, cover story, print edition Jan-
uary/February 2021)

“A Cosmic Idea: Inner Solitude A Frontier Still Worth Exploring” (Maggie Jackson, Phi
Kappa Phi Forum, Spring 2021, Vol. 101, Issue 1, pp. 14-16).

“Don’t think too deeply about the origin of life—it may have started in puddles” (Nature
Podcast, 9 December 2020). URL: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03512-w

“Scientists fear that ‘covidization’ is distorting research” (David Adam, Nature, 2 Decem-
ber 2020)

“Covidization of research: what are the risks?” (Madhukar Pai, Nature Medicine 26, 1801,
16 October 2020)
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“Message Chaos” (Michael Osterholm, Osterholm Update: COVID-19, podcast, Episode
20, 20 August 2020). URL: https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/podcasts-
webinars/episode-20

“Seis ideas filosdficas para reflexionar sobre la pandemia” (Six philosophical ideas to re-
flect on the pandemic) (Jaime Rubio Hancock, El Pais, daily newspaper in Spain, 25 May
2020)

“How to Humbly Disagree,” (Philosophy Talk Radio, KALW 91.7 FM, San Francisco, March
2018)

Editorial Position

Executive Editor, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 2017-present.

Selected Presentations

“Do Your Own Research”: The Cologne Knowledge Router, Keynote Talk, Cologne Center for
Contemporary Epistemology and the Kantian Tradition (commentators Teresa Branch-Smith
and Wade Munroe), May 2022.

“Do Your Own Research”: University of California, Irvine, Psychological Science Brown Bag,
November 2021.

“Do Your Own Research” (with David Dunning and Jared Celniker): University of North Florida,
October 2021.

“The Challenge of Taglid in Al-Ghazali” (with Stephen Ogden), Workshop on Medieval Arabic
Philosophy, University of Missouri-St Louis, June 2021.

“The Fog of Debate”: Nanjing University, Lecture, Department of Philosophy, May 2021.

“The Fog of Debate” Universidad Austral, Lecture, Program in Philosophy of Natural and Cog-
nitive Sciences, October 2020.

Response to Critics, Author-Meets-Critics Session on Knowing Our Limits (featuring Aude Ban-
dini, Jeremy Fantl, Liz Jackson, and Tim Kenyon), Canadian Philosophical Association annual
meeting, London, Ontario, June 2020. [postponed due to Covid]

Response to Critics, Workshop on Knowing Our Limits (featuring Quassim Cassam, Claire Field,
Rachel Fraser, and Neil Levy), Institute of Philosophy, University of London, April 2020. [post-
poned due to Covid]

“Tragic Flaws”: Fordham University, Workshop on Epistemology and Psychology, June 2019.
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“The End of Inquiry”: University of Tokyo, Progress in Philosophy Workshop, May 2019.

“How Do Epistemic Principles Guide?”: University of Southern California, Social Psychology
Brown Bag, April 2019.

“Tragic Flaws”: University of Connecticut, Social Epistemology Group, February 2019.
“Tragic Flaws”: University of California, Irvine, Skepticism Conference, September 2018.

Presentation on Intellectual Humility, John Templeton Foundation Planning Meeting, Tysons
Corner, VA, August 2018.

“The End of Inquiry”: Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, Philosophy Colloquium,
April 2018.

“Novices and Expert Disagreement”: Boston University, Philosophy Colloquium, May 2018.
“Novices and Expert Disagreement”: Boston College, Philosophy Workshop, May 2018.

“Idealization, Games, and Benefits” (commentary on papers about idealization in epistemology
and political theory by Anna-Maria Eder and David Wiens): APA Pacific, March 2018.

“Epistemology: Whats the Point?”: University of Arizona, Keith Lehrer Conference, March
2018.

“Novices and Expert Disagreement”: University of California, Irvine, Philosophy Colloquium,
May 2017.

“Novices and Expert Disagreement”: Bowling Green State University, Philosophy Colloquium,
March 2017.

“Novices and Expert Disagreement”™ Washington University in St. Louis, Philosophy Collo-
quium, February 2017.

“Epistemic Trespassing”: Washington University in St. Louis, Humility Conference, May 2016.

“Is Epistemic Permissivism Intuitive?”: APA Eastern, Invited Symposium on Permissiveness
about Epistemic Rationality, January 2016.

“How do Epistemic Principles Guide?”: University of Connecticut, Storrs, Public Discourse
Project Seminar, October 2015.

“Epistemology and Inquiry”: University of Connecticut, Storrs, Graduate Seminar on Epistemic
Vice, October 2015.

“Verbal Disagreements and Philosophical Skepticism”: 161 Meeting of the Creighton Club, Syra-
cuse University, October 2015.



Nathan Ballantyne 9

“Biases and Epistemology”: Intellectual Humility Seminar, Pasadena, California, May 2015.
Comments on John Keller’s “Philosophical Individualism™: APA Central, February 2015.

“A Place for Luck in Epistemology?”: University of Edinburgh, Eidyn workshop on luck, June
2013.

“The Significance of Unpossessed Evidence”: Ryerson University, Philosophy Colloquium, April
2013.

“The Significance of Unpossessed Evidence”: Washington University in St. Louis, Philosophy
Colloquium, February 2013.

“Counterfactual Philosophers”: APA Eastern, Symposium, December 2012.
“Moral Intuitionism Defeated?” (with Joshua Thurow): APA Pacific, April 2012.

“Conciliationism and Uniqueness” (with E.J. Coffman): APA Central, Invited Symposium on
the Uniqueness Thesis, February 2012.

Comments on Amy Karofsky’s “Dispositions are Not Genuinely Dispositional”: 5274 Annual
Northwest Philosophy Conference, Lewis and Clark College, November 2011.

“Counterfactual Philosophers™: 5274 Annual Northwest Philosophy Conference, November 2011.

“Anti-luck Epistemology, Pragmatic Encroachment, and True Belief”: APA Central, February
2010.

Comments on Victor Kumar’s “Kinds of Reliability”: APA Central, February 2009.
“Variability and Skepticism™: APA Pacific, March 2008.
“Variability and Skepticism”: Brown University Graduate Philosophy Conference, November 2007.

“Variability and Skepticism™: 49" Annual Northwest Philosophy Conference, Lewis and Clark
College, October 2007.

“Disagreement between Peers”: UT-Austin Philosophy Graduate Conference, April 2007.
“Knockdown Arguments”: Arizona State Graduate Philosophy Conference, March 2007.

“Knockdown Arguments”™: Yale/UConn Graduate Conference in Philosophy, Yale University, Oc-
tober 2006.

“Disagreement between Peers”: 43 Annual Western Canadian Philosophical Association Meet-
ing, Simon Fraser University, October 2006.

“Augustine on Testimony”: Canadian Society for Epistemology, Université de Sherbrooke, Septem-
ber 2005.
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Teaching and Mentoring

Graduate Supervision

Ph.D. Committee Member: Johnny Brennan (2021, Reader), Samual Kampa (2019, Director),
Coran Stewart (2018, Director), Joseph Vukov (2016, Examiner), Emily Sullivan (2016, Reader),
Xingming Hu (2015, Reader), Brendan Palla (2014, Examiner), Shane Wilkins (2014, Exam-
iner), Charles Lassiter (2013, Examiner), and Zane Yi (2013, Examiner).

External Committee Member: Jared Celniker (Ph.D., UC Irvine, Department of Psychological
Science, 2022)

Fordham
Expertise, PHIL 6420: Fall 2020

Humility and Arrogance, PHIL 7340: Fall 2019
Recent Work in Epistemology, PHIL 7730: Spring 2017

Philosophical Ethics, PHIL 3000: Fall 2012 (x2), Fall 2013 (x2), Spring 2014, Fall 2016 (x2),
Spring 2021 (x2), Summer 2021

Professional Writing Seminar, PHIL 8070: Spring 2014, Fall 2015, Spring 2016
Evidential Undermining, PHIL 7350: Spring 2014
Human Nature, PHIL 1000: Fall 2011 (x2), Spring 2012, Fall 2020

Human Error: Philosophical and Psychological Perspectives, PHIL 4303: Spring 2013 (x2), Spring
2016 (x2), Spring 2020

Problems in Epistemology, PHIL 3250: Spring 2012, Spring 2021

U of Arizona
Minds, Brains, & Computers: Intro. to Cognitive Science, PHIL/PSYC 346: Summer 2010
Environmental Ethics, PHIL 323: Summer 2009

Epistemology, PHIL 441 (co-instructor with Terry Horgan): Spring 2007
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Professional Service

Referee for 102 journal submissions: Analytic Philosophy (2020); American Philosophical Quar-
terly (2013); Analysis (2016, 2017, 2019); Australasian Journal of Philosophy (2012 x2,2013, 2014,
2016, 2017); Canadian Journal of Philosophy (2011, 2013, 2015, 2017); Episteme (2013 x3, 2015
x3, 2016 x 2, 2018, 2019); Ergo (2014); Erkenntnis (2011, 2012, 2017); Ethical Theory and Moral
Practice (2011, 2016, 2017); Grazer Philosophische Studien (2013); International Journal for the
Study of Skepticism (2017); Inquiry (2016, 2022); Journal of Applied Philosophy (2020); Journal of
Ethics and Social Philosophy (2021); Journal of Experimental Psychology: General (2020); Journal
of Philosophical Research (2012, 2013, 2014); Journal of Philosophy (2016, 2017); Mind (2012 x3,
2013, 2017, 2021, 2022) Nous (2013, 2022); Pacific Philosophical Quarterly (2013); Philosophers’
Imprint (2013); Philosophia: Philosophical Quarterly of Israel (2015, 2016, 2018) Philosophy &
Phenomenological Research (2010); Philosophical Psychology (2017); Philosophical Studies (2010,
2011 x2, 2012 x2, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2022); Philosophical Quarterly (2011 x2, 2012, 2013
x2, 2015, 2019); Public Affairs Quarterly (2016); Res Philosophica (2012); Res Publica (2020); So-
cial Epistemology (2018); Spontaneous Generations: Journal for History and Philosophy of Science
(2009, 2011); Synthese (2009, 2011, 2012, 2013 x3, 2014 x2, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2019, 2021 x 2,
2022 x2); The Southern Journal of Philosophy (2012, 2018).

Reviewer for book proposals: Continuum Press (2011, 2012); Palgrave Macmillan, UK (2012),
Oxford University Press, UK (2015, 2019, 2020), Routledge (2018, 2019).

Reviewer for book manuscripts: Palgrave Macmillan, UK (2014) and Oxford University Press,
UK (2015, 2020, 2021).

Reviewer for research proposals: John Templeton Foundation (2012, 2013, 2021), Austrian Sci-
ence Fund (2015), SSHRC External Assessment (2018, 2021), Austrian Science Fund (2021).

Talks for Ph.D. students on professional writing, publishing, and the academic job market:
Boston University (May 2018) and Bowling Green State University (March 2017).

Session chair, Episteme conference on disagreement, Northwestern University, June 2009.

Departmental and University Service
Graduate Placement Officer, Fordham, May 2012-May 2016.
Philosophy Graduate Admissions Committee: Member (2020).
Early Modern Philosophy Search Committee: Member (2017-18).
Departmental Diversity Committee: Member (2016-17)

Speakers Committee: Member (2016-17).
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Graduate School of Arts and Science, Member, Core Planning and Constituent Advisory Groups,
NEH NextGenPhD Project, “The Living Humanities PhD for the 21st Century” (2016-17).

Non-Academic Placement Committee, Chair (2016-17).

Organizer: Becoming an Academic Philosopher: An Alumni Panel (November 2015) and Career
Choices for Philosophers: A Panel Discussion (April 2016).

Conference and Workshop Organization

NYC Epistemology and Psychology Workshop, June 2019.

NYC Epistemology and Psychology Conference, June 2016 (co-organized with Shane Wilkins).

Public Outreach

Podcast on Philosophy and Psychology (co-hosted with David Dunning), in development.

Participant, “Beyond the Ivory Tower Workshop” (on public writing for scientists and philoso-
phers), Northeastern University, November 2021.

Walton Lecture, “The World Outside and the Pictures in Our Heads,” Fordham, November 2015.
(Public lecture at Fordham’s Law School, attended by several hundred people.)

Phi Sigma Tau Induction Address, Fordham, April 2013.



