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Education: 

B.A. – Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA, 1963 
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L.H.D. -  Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA, 2006 
 

Academic Employment: 
Arizona State University 
 Lincoln Chair in Ethics and Professor of Philosophy –2000-2013 
 Director, Lincoln Center for Applied Ethics – 2000-2013 
 Lincoln Professor of Ethics and Professor of Philosophy – 2013-2016 

Lincoln Professor of Ethics and Professor of Philosophy Emeritus – 2016 - 
present 

 
 University of South Florida 
  Cole Chair in Ethics, 1994-1999 and Professor of Philosophy, 1994-2000  
  Director: Ethics Center, 1995-2000 
  Chair: Department of Philosophy, 1997-2000 
 

Trinity University 
Lennox Distinguished Professor of the Humanities and Professor of  
Philosophy, 1981-1994. 
Chair: Department of Philosophy, 1982-1988.   
Director: Center for Undergraduate Philosophical Research, 1986-1991. 

 
University of Delaware, Exxon Distinguished Research Professor, Center for the  
 Study of Values, 1980-1981.   
 
University of Minnesota, Morris and Minneapolis, MN 

Assistant Professor 1971-1972; Associate Professor 1972-1976; Full Professor 
1976-1981; tenured 1972.   
Coordinator of Philosophy 1972-1973, 1977-1978.   
Member of the Graduate Faculty of Philosophy, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, 1975-1981. 
 AWARDS: Horace T. Morse-Amoco Foundation Award for 
 Outstanding Contributions to Undergraduate Education in the 
 University of Minnesota, 1979.   
 Governor of Minnesota's Certificate of Honor for Outstanding 
 Contributions to Education, 1982. 

 
Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada; Visiting Professor 1976. 
 
Miami-Dade College,  
 Assistant Professor 1968-1971 
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 Chair: Philosophy, 1970-1971. 
 
Arizona State College/Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ Instructor 1965-1966; 

Assistant Professor 1966-1968. 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS: 
Books 
 

War and Moral Dissonance, Cambridge University Press, 2011. 
Ethics and College Sports, Rowman and Littlefield, 2004. 
The Virtues of Vengeance, University Press of Kansas, 2001. 
Cowboy Metaphysics: Ethics and Death in Westerns, Rowman and Littlefield, 1997. 
Corporate Ethics, Harcourt, Brace, 1995. 
Responsibility Matters, University Press of Kansas, 1992. 
Corporations in the Moral Community (with J. Nesteruk and D. Risser), Harcourt, 
 Brace, 1992. 
The Spectrum of Responsibility, St. Martin's Press, 1991. 
Collective and Corporate Responsibility, Columbia University Press, 1984. 
Ethics in Government, Prentice-Hall, 1982. 
The Scope of Morality, University of Minnesota Press, 1979 (also in Spanish translation). 

Reprinted 2009. 
 
    Edited Books 
 
Ethics When Cultures Clash, War and Border Crossings (with Jason Short), 
 Rowman & Littlefield, 2005. 
 
Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problems (with Curtis Brown), St. Martin's Press, 1986. 
 
Corrigible Corporations and Unruly Laws (with Brent Fisse), Trinity University Press, 

1985. 
 
Contemporary Perspectives in the Philosophy of Language (with H.K. Wettstein and T.E. 

Uehling), University of Minnesota Press, 1978. Reprinted 2009. 
 
Philosophical Explorations, Scott Foresman, 1978. 
 
Philosophers in Wonderland , Llewellyn Publications, 1975. 
 
Conscientious Actions, General Learning Press, 1974. 
 
Individual and Collective Responsibility, Schenkman Publishing, 1972. 
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Individual and Collective Responsibility, Revised and Enlarged Second Edition, 
Schenkman Books, 1995. 

 
Exploring Philosophy, Schenkman Publishing, 1970, revised General Learning Press, 

1972, abridged edition 1972. 
 

Editor 
 

Midwest Studies in Philosophy, a philosophical annual book, University of Minnesota 
Press (Volumes I - IX), University of Notre Dame Press (Volumes X - XXII), 
Blackwell Publishers (now Wiley/Blackwell) (Volumes XXIII - present) Founder 
and Senior Editor [with T.E. Uehling (retired in 1993) and H.K. Wettstein]  
Vol. I  Studies in the History of Philosophy, 1976 
Vol. II  Studies in the Philosophy of Language, 1977 
Vol. III   Studies in Ethical Theory, 1978* 
Vol. IV    Studies in Metaphysics, 1979* 
Vol. V     Studies in Epistemology, 1980 
Vol. VI    The Foundations of Analytic Philosophy, 1981 
Vol. VII   The Social and Political Philosophy, 1982* 
Vol. VIII Contemporary Perspectives on the History 
    of Philosophy, 1983   
Vol. IX    Causation and Causal Theories, 1984 
Vol. X     Studies in the Philosophy of Mind, 1985* 
Vol. XI    Studies in Essentialism, 1986 
Vol. XII   Realism and Anti-Realism, 1987 
Vol. XIII  Ethical Theory: Character and Virtue, 1988* 
Vol. XIV  Contemporary Perspectives in the Philosophy of 
   Language, II, 1989 
Vol. XV    Philosophy of the Human Sciences, 1990 
Vol. XVI   Philosophy of Art, 1991 
Vol. XVII  The Wittgenstein Legacy, 1992* 
Vol. XVIII    Philosophy of Science, 1993 
Vol. XIX Philosophical Naturalism, 1994 
Vol. XX Moral Concepts, 1995* 
Vol. XXI Philosophy of Religion, 1996 
Vol. XXII Philosophy of the Emotions, 1997* 
Vol. XXIII New Perspectives of Philosophy, 1998 
Vol. XXIV Life and Death: Metaphysics and Ethics, 1999* 
Vol. XXV Figurative Language, 2001 
Vol. XXVI Renaissance and Early Modern Philosophy, 2002* (with   
   Guest Editor Bruce Silver) 
Vol. XXVII Meaning and the Arts, 2003 
Vol. XXVIII The American Philosophers, 2004* (with Guest Editor Bruce  
    Silver) 
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Vol. XXIX The Metaphysics and the Ethics of Free Will, 2005 
Vol. XXX Collective Responsibility and Shared Intention, 2006* 
Vol. XXXI Philosophy and the Empirical, 2007 
Vol. XXXII Truth and Its Deformities, 2008* 
Vol. XXXIII Philosophy and Poetry, 2009 
Vol. XXXIV Film and the Emotions, 2010* (with Guest Editor Michelle   
   Saint) 
Vol. XXXV Early Modern Philosophy Reconsidered, 2011 
Vol. XXXVI The Concept of Evil, 2012* (with Guest Editor Zachary   
   Goldberg) 

  Vol. XXXVII The New Atheism and Its Critics, 2013 
  Vol. XXXVIII Forward-Looking Collective Responsibility, 2014* 

Vol. XXXIX Philosophy and Science Fiction, 2015 
Vol. XL Ethics and Global Climate Change, 2016*  

 
  * = Peter French is the sole editor of the volume. He also worked with a   
  Guest Editor on four volumes as noted. 
 

 Editor:  The Journal of Social Philosophy (1988-2005) Blackwell Publishers. 
  Three issues per volume 1988-1999 - Four issues per volume   

  2000 - 2005. 
General Editor: Issues in Contemporary Ethics: Seven Volumes - General Learning Press. 

• Individual and Collective Responsibility 
• The Manson Murders (editor D.E. Cooper) 
• Conscientious Actions 
• Utopia/Dystopia? (editor P. Richter) 
• Punishment and Human Rights (editor M. Goldinger) 
• Abortion, Pro and Con (editor R. Perkins) 
• Assassination (editor H. Zellner) 

 
Articles 
 

"Multi-Spatial Myths:  Kant and the Dreamer," Southern Journal of Philosophy, Fall, 
1973. 

 
"On Blaming Psychopaths," The Manson Murders:  A Philosophical Inquiry, ed. by D.E. 

Cooper, Cambridge, MA, 1973. 
 

"Morally Blaming Whole Populations," Philosophy, Morality, and International Affairs, 
ed. by Held, Morganbesser, and Nagel, Oxford University Press, 1974.  Reprinted 
in K. Struhl and P. Struhl, Philosophy Now, Random House, 1980. 
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"Conditional Reflexes and Mechanisms of Meaningful Behavior," (with J. Shekleton), 
Philosophy, Summer, 1974. 

 
"Can A Man Imagine Himself Witnessing His Own Funeral," International Journal for 

the Philosophy of Religion, Vol. 5, No. 4, 1974. 
 
"'Seeing' and 'Seeing That'; 'Observing' and 'Observing That'," American Philosophical 

Quarterly, Monograph Series #9, 1975. 
 
"Types of Collectivities and Blame," Personalist, Spring, 1975. 
 
"Wittgenstein's Limits of the World," Midwest Studies in Philosophy, Vol. 1, 1976. 
 
"Senses of 'Blame'," Southern Journal of Philosophy, Winter, 1976. 
 
"Institutional and Moral Obligations or Merels and Morals," The Journal of Philosophy, 

Vol. LXXXIV, No. 10, October, 1977. 
 
"Philosophy and Psychical Research," The Journal of Parapsychology, Vol. 41, No. 1, 

1977. 
 
"On the Possibility of a Causal Theory of Extra-Sensory Perceptual Knowledge," The 

Philosophy of Parapsychology, ed. by Shapin and Coly, New York, 1977.  
 
"What the Scarecrow Thought He Didn't Have," Growing Up With Philosophy, ed. by 

Lipman and Sharp, Temple University Press, 1978. 
 
"Corporate Moral Agency," Ethical Theory and Business, ed. by Beauchamp and Bowie, 

Prentice-Hall, 1978.  Reprinted in Business Ethics, ed. by Hoffman and Moore, 
McGraw-Hill, 1984, 1990 and in Ethical Issues in Professional Life, ed. by J. 
Callahan, 1988 and in numerous other anthologies. 

 
"The Corporation as a Moral Person," American Philosophical Quarterly, July, 1979.  

Reprinted in Ethical Issues in Business, ed. by Donaldson and Werhane, Prentice-
Hall, 1983 and subsequent editions; Collective Responsibility, ed. by May and 
Hoffman, Rowman and Littlefield, 1992; and in numerous anthologies and many 
languages.  

 
"'He wos wery good to me, he wos!’,  Morality and Euergetics," Essays in Honor of 

William Werkmeister, ed. by E.F. Kaelin, University Presses of Florida, 1981. 
 
"Burking a Mill," Ethical Issues in Government, ed. by Norman Bowie, Temple 

University Press, Philosophical Monographs Series, 1981. 
 



CURRICULUM VITAE:  PETER A. FRENCH 
 
 

 
 – 6 – 

"What is Hamlet to McDonnell-Douglas, McDonnell-Douglas to Hamlet:  DC-10," 
Business and Professional Ethics, Vol. 2, Spring, 1981.  Reprinted in The DC-10 
Case, ed. by Fielder and Birsch, SUNY Press, 1992 and in other anthologies. 

 
"Collective Responsibility in the Practice of Medicine," The Journal of Medicine and 

Philosophy, Winter 1982. 
 
"Crowds and Corporations," American Philosophical Quarterly, July, 1982. 
 
"The Survival of My Counterpart," Southern Journal of Philosophy, Spring, 1982. 
 
"Kinds and Persons," Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 1983.  Reprinted in 

What Is A Person? ed. by Michael Goodman, Humana Press, 1988. 
 
"The Principle of Responsive Adjustment in Corporate Moral Responsibility:  Crash on 

Mt. Erebus," The Journal of Business Ethics, May, 1984. 
 
"Agents and Responsible Persons," Business and Professional Ethics, Summer, 1984. 
 
"A Principle of Responsive Adjustment," Philosophy, October 1984. 
 
"The Hester Prynne Sanction," Business and Professional Ethics, Winter 1985. 
 
"Wittgenstein and the Limits of the World," Ludwig Wittgenstein: Critical Assessments, 

edited by Stuart Shanker. Croom Helm Publishers, London, 1985. 
 
"Fishing the Red Herrings Out of the Sea of Responsibility," Actions and Events, ed. by 

LePore and McLaughlin, Blackwell's, 1985. 
 
"Principles of Responsibility, Shame, and the Corporation," the lead essay in Shame, 

Responsibility, and the Corporation, edited by Hugh M. Curtler, Haven 
Publishing, 1986.  (This book contains new studies of my work on the topic of 
corporate responsibility by Kurt Baier, John Ladd, Larry May, Virginia Held, 
Richard DeGeorge, Paul Thompson, Thomas Donaldson, and others.) 
 

"Publicity and the Control of Corporate Conduct," Corrigible Corporations and Unruly 
Laws (noted above). Reprinted in Ethics and Social Concern, ed. by A. Serafini, 
Paragon, 1989. 

 
"Corporate Responses to Errant Behavior: Time's Arrow, Law's Target" (with Brent 

Fisse), Corrigible Corporations and Unruly Laws (noted above). 
 
"A Legacy of Ignorance," Perspectives, Fall, 1987. 
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"Exorcising the Demon of Cultural Relativism," Problems of International Justice, edited 
by Steven Luper-Foy, Westview Press, 1987. 
 

"Constitutionalism and Military Justice: Making Justice From Military Justice," 
Constitutionalism: The Philosophical Dimension, edited by Alan S. Rosenbaum, 
Greenwood Press, 1988. 
 

"What Can You Do With Art?," Inquiries into Values, edited by Sanford Lee, Edwin 
Mellon Press, 1988. 
 

"Enforced Corporate Responsive Adjustment," Legal Studies Forum, Fall, 1989. 
 
"It's a Damn Shame," Freedom, Equality, and Social Change, edited by C. Peden and J. 

Sterba, Mellon Press, 1989. 
 
"Terre Gaste," Business, Ethics, and the  Environment, edited by M. Hoffman, R. 

Frederick, and E. Petry, Greenwood Press, 1990. 
 
"Corporate Crimes and Innovative Punishments," Coordination of Social Values, edited 

by K. Koford and J. Miller, University of Michigan Press, 1991. 
 
“The State of the Art of Business Ethics,” (Review) Ethics, Spring, 1991. 
 
"Die Korporation als moralische Person" (new German version), Wirtschaft und Ethik, 

ed. by Lenk and Maring, Reclam, 1992. 
 
"La Responsabilita Morale Dell'Impresa," Etica Degli Affari E DelleProffessioni, ed. by 

Armando Massarenti, 1992. 
 
"Responsibility and the Moral Role of Corporate Entities," Business as a Humanity, ed. 

by T. Donaldson and E. Freeman, Oxford University Press, 1994. 
 
"Undergraduate Research Programs: Philosophy and Accounting" (with Robert Jensen 

and Kim Robertson), Critical Perspectives on Accounting, 1992. 
 
"Why Did Wittgenstein Read Tagore to the Vienna Circle?"  Proto Soziologie, 
 1993. Republished in Book Form as Protosoziologie im Kontext:  "Lebenswelt" 

und "System" in Philosophie und Soziologie, edited by Preyer, Peter, & Ulfig, 
Verlag Konigshausen & Neumann, Wurzburg, 1996.  

 
"The Practical and Ethical Costs of Corporate Reengineering," Business and Professional 

Ethics Journal, Winter 1994. 
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"Corporate Moral Agency," The Blackwell Encyclopedic Dictionary of Business Ethics, 
1996. 

 
"Action Theory, Rational-Choice Theory, and Ethics," Business Ethics Quarterly, 

Summer 1995.  
  
"The Compensatory Opportunities of Re-engineering," Perspectives on the Professions, 

Spring, 1996. 
 
"Rationality and Ethics," Proto Soziologie, Volume 8/9, 1996.  
 
"Moral Principles, Rules, and Policies," Ethical Policy Making in Local Schools, ed. by 

Paul, Berger, Osnes, Martinez, and Morse, Paul H. Brookes Publishing, 1997. 
 
"Integrity, Intentions, and Corporations," American Business Law Journal, Volume 34/2, 

Winter 1996. Reprinted in a number of anthologies. 
 

 "Spatial and Temporal Ethics" in Frontiers in American Philosophy, Volume   
  II, edited by Burch and Saatkamp, Texas A&M University Press, 1996. 
   
 "Forward to Collective Responsibility," in Collective Responsibility by    
  Gregory Mellema, Rodopi, 1998. 
  
 “The Virtue of Shame in America,” in American Values, edited by Kenneth Stewart,  
  Angelo State University Press, 1998. 
 
 “Unchosen Evil and the Responsibility of War Criminals” a monograph of the   
  Joseph A. Reich, Sr., Distinguished Lectures on War, Morality and the   
  Military Profession at the United States Air Force Academy, 1999.  
 
 “Responsibility” in The Philosophy of Law: An Encyclopedia, edited by    
  Christopher Gray, Garland Publishing,1999. 
 
 “Status” in The Philosophy of Law: An Encyclopedia, edited by Christopher   
  Gray, Garland Publishing, 1999. 
 
 “The Meaning of Democracy: A Western Perspective,” Proceedings of    
  the Twentieth World Congress of Philosophy, Volume XI, “Social and   
  Political Philosophy,” Philosophy Documentation Center, 2001. 
 
 “Unchosen Evil and Moral Responsibility,” War Crimes and Collective    
  Wrongdoings, edited by Aleksandar Jokic, Blackwell Publishing, 2001. 
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 “Unchosen Evil and the Responsibility of War Criminals,” The Leader’s    
  Imperative, edited by Carl Ficarrotta, Purdue University Press, 2001. 
 
 “Ethics and Death in Westerns,” in Reason and Culture, edited by Arthur,    
  Shapiro, and Throop, Prentice-Hall, 2001. 
 
 “Ethics and Special Education,” (with James Paul and Ann Cranston-Gingras),  
  Focus on Exception Children, Volume 34, Number 1, September 2001. 
         Reprinted in Rethinking Professional Issues in Special Education, edited   
  by Paul, Lavely, Cranston-Gingras, and Taylor, Ablex Publishing, 2002. 
 
 “Honor, Shame, and Identity,” Public Affairs Quarterly, Volume 16, Number 1,   
  January 2002. 
 
 “Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes,” (with Mitchell Haney)    
  Contemporary Philosophy, Volume XXIII, Number 5 & 6, 2002. 
 
 “Ethics, Intercollegiate Sports, and the Mission of the University,” Professional   
  Ethics, 2001. 
 
 “Inference Gaps in Moral Assessment and the Moral Agency of Health Care   
  Organizations,” Institutional Integrity in Health Care edited by Ana Smith  
  Iltis, Kluwer, 2003. 
 
 “Ethical Revenge in Westerns,” in Understanding Film Genres, edited by    
  Pendergast, Pendergast, and Schneider, McGraw-Hill, 2003. 
   
 “Inference Gaps in Moral Assessment: Capitalism, Corporations, and Individuals,” 
   International Social Science Journal, 2005.  Also appearing in Chinese, Russian,   
  Arabic, French, and Spanish editions translated into those languages. 
 

“A More Inconvenient Truth,” Dialogue (UK), 2008. 
 
“Responsibility with No Alternatives, in Loss of Innocence, and Collective Affectivity: 

Responses to McKenna, Haji, and Tollefsen,” American Philosophical 
Association Newsletter on Philosophy and Law, Volume 7, Number 2, edited by 
Steven Scalet and Christopher Griffin, Spring 2008, (Edition in “Tribute to Peter 
French”) 

 
 “Worthwhile Living in Second Life,” in The Value of Time and Leisure in a   
  World of Work, edited by Mitchell R. Haney and A. David Kline, Lexington  
  Books, 2010. 
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“The Horror of the Weeping Angels” (with Michelle Saint) in Dr. Who and Philosophy 
edited by Paula Smithka and Courtland Lewis, Open Court Press, 2010. 

 
“The Old Luddite Doctrine and the Emerging Technologies of the Twenty-First 
 Century,” in Pacing Law And Ethics With Science And Technology, edited 
 by Marchant, Allenby, and Herkert, Springer, 2011. 
 
 “Moral Notions, Originality, and Some Examples,” in Meaning and Morality: Essays on 
 the Philosophy of Julius Kovesi, edited by Alan Tapper and T. Brian Mooney, 
 Brill, 2012. 
 
“The Diachronic Moral Responsibility of Firms,” The Moral Responsibility of Firms, 
 Eds. Eric Orts and Craig Smith, Oxford University Press, 2017. 
 
“Self-Blaming, Repentance, and Atonement,” The Journal of Value Inquiry, Number 3, 
 2015. 
 

 “Complicity: That Moral Monster,” Criminal Law and Philosophy, 2014. 
 
 “A Critical Review of Morality and War: Can War be Just in the Twenty-first   
  Century?” Mind, 2013. 
 
 “Corporate Moral Agency,” Wiley Encyclopedia of Management, 3rd edition, 2014. 
 

“Virtuous Avengers in Commonplace Cases.” Philosophia: Philosophical Quarterly of 
Israel, 2016. 

 
“Moral Belief/Behavior Discordance and Prizing,” Reflections on Ethics and 

Responsibility: Essays in Honor of Peter A. French, Ed. Zachary Goldberg, 
Springer, 2017. 

 
“Some Tranching of Moral Responsibility Ascriptions to Individuals in Shadow Banking 

During the Financial Crisis,” Midwest Studies in Philosophy, Volume XLII 
“Ethics and Finance,” Eds. James Dempsey and Thomas Sorrell, 
Wiley/Blackwell, 2018. 

 
 

General Audience Pieces 
 

"Kant and the Gulf Oil Company," Leviathan, February, 1975. 
 
"My Lai Massacre," Encyclopedia Americana, 1978 edition. 
 
"The Tyranny of the Professions," Federation Reports, September, 1979. 
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"Judging the Giants," Research, Fall, 1980. 
 
"Moral Education, Liberal Education and Model Building," Thinking, 1982. 
 
"Crime and Tarnishment," Dallas Morning News, March 4, 1984. 
 
"U.S. Business Can't Ignore Need to Live by Rules," Dallas Morning News, September 4, 

1984. 
 
"Good Deeds Settle Corporate Cases," Dallas Morning News, October 23, 1984. 
 
"Absence of Moral Principles Flaws Risk-Benefit Analysis," Dallas Morning News, May, 

1985. 
 
"Firms Marry for Money," Dallas Morning News, July, 1985. 
 
"Policing Corporate Decisions," Dalas Morning News, August, 1985. 
 
“Volume on Ethics Explores Business Situations,” Dallas Morning News, October 25, 

1985. 
 
"The Recent History of the Department of Philosophy at Trinity University," The Antaeus 

Report, Winter, 1984. Reprinted in The American Philosophical Association's 
Proceedings and Addresses, March, 1985. 

 
"White Mail," The Balcones Review, Spring, 1987. 
 
"Baby M and the Bath Water," Trinity Magazine, June, 1987.  
 
“Confronting Moral Tragedy: My Summer Week at Chautauqua,” The Chautauquan, Fall 
 2002.   

 
Lectures Delivered: 
 
   Professional Meetings, Conferences, Programs: 
 

"'Seeing' and 'Seeing That,' 'Observing' and 'Observing That'":  American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, 1973. 

 
"Types of Collectivities and Blame":  Minnesota Philosophy Society, 1973. 
 
"Pears' Version of the Causal Theory of Perception":  Minnesota Philosophy Society, 

November, 1974. 
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"On the Possibility of a Causal Theory of Extra-Sensory Perceptual Knowledge":  

Conference on the Philosophy of Parapsychology, Copenhagen, Denmark, 
August, 1976. 

 
"Contemplating Murder":  Danforth Conference, Gettysburg, PA, April, 1976. 
 
"Contemplating Murder":  Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA, April, 1977. 
 
"Senses of 'Blame'":  Dalhousie Summer Philosophy Colloquium, July, 1976. 
 
"Institutional and Moral Obligations or Merels and Morals":  American Philosophical 

Association, Eastern Division Meetings, Principal Symposium Paper, 
Washington, D.C., December, 1977. 

 
"The Corporation as a Moral Person":  Conference on Ethics and Economics, University 

of Delaware, November, 1977. 
 
"The Corporation as a Moral Person": Midwest Philosophy Colloquium, November, 

1977. 
 
"Morality and Corporations":  University of Northern Colorado, May, 1978. 
 
"The Transparency of Moral Concepts":  University of Denver, May, 1978. 
 
"What the Scarecrow Thought He Didn't Have":  University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, 

April, 1978. 
 
"Morality as Invention or the Locke Almost Nobody Knows":  Minneapolis, September, 

1978. 
 
"The Agency of Corporations in the Social World":  Conference on Businesses' Role and 

Responsibility in Modern Society (sponsored by Columbia and Catholic 
Universities), Washington, D.C., June, 1978. 

 
"Ghosts and Trans-world Identity":  University of Denver, October, 1978. 
 
"Ethical Models in Business":  Business Ethics Seminar III, University  
 of Wisconsin, November, 1978. 
 
"The Practice of the Liberal Arts":  Liberal Arts Forum Convocation Address, University 

of Minnesota, April, 1979. 
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"The Moral Agency of Formal Organizations":  Conference on Business and Professional 
Ethics, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, November, 1979. 

 
"Burking a Mill":  Conference on Ethics in Government, University of Delaware, 

November, 1979. 
 
"Causing Death":  American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division Meetings, New 

York, December, 1979. 
 
"Moral Concepts and Their Function in Discourse": Southern Illinois University, 

Carbondale, IL, March, 1979. 
 
"Moral Concepts as Lockean Mixed Modes":  James Madison University, Harrisonburg, 

VA, April, 1980. 
 
"Looking at Looks":  American Philosophical Association, Western Division Meetings, 

Detroit, MI, April, 1980. 
 
"Corporate Responsibility":  American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division 

Meetings, Boston, MA, December, 1980. 
 
"Why a Corporation Isn't Just a Mob":  University of Delaware, November, 1980. 
 
"Moral Theory and Business":  Trinity University, February, 1981. 
 
"Moral Persons, Corporations, and Natural Kinds”:  University of Delaware, Philosophy 

Department Colloquium, March, 1981. 
 
"What is McDonnell-Douglas to Hamlet, Hamlet to McDonnell-Douglas?"  Center for 

the Study of Values Seminar, April, 1981. 
 
"Accountability and the DC-10":  University of North Carolina, July, 1981. 
 
"The Survival of My Counterpart":  Cincinnati, OH, March, 1981. 
 
"Human Rights and Moral Goals":  Interamerican Congress of Philosophy, Tallahassee, 

FL, October, 1981. 
 
"Natural Kinds and Moral Persons":  American Philosophical Association, Eastern 

Division Meetings, Philadelphia, December, 1981. 
 
"Love on the Sinking Titanic":  Texas A&M University, February, 1984. 
 
"A Lesson of Nuremburg": Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri, March, 1984. 
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"Foundations of Professional Ethics": American Philosophical Association, Western 

Division Meetings, Cincinnati, Ohio, April, 1984. 
 
"Developing the History of Philosophy Curriculum": American Philosophical 

Association, Western Division Meetings, Cincinnati, Ohio, April, 1984. 
 
"Hester Prynne and the Corporate Offender":  Our Lady of the Lake University, April, 

1984. 
 
"Ethics in the Manager's Role":  Administrative Management Society, May, 1984. 
 
"Collective and Corporate Responsibility and the Individual:  Bases for Business Ethics":  

American Business Law Association, Annual Meetings, August, 1984. 
 
"American Values:  A Symposium":  Angelo State University, October, 1984. 
 
"It's A Damn Shame":  International Congress of Social Philosophy, Colorado College, 

August, 1985. 
 
"The Future of Hell": Salado Humanities Center, April, 1986. 
 
"White Mail: The Corporate Take-Over of the Health Care Delivery System in America":  

Health Care Administrators Convention, April, 1986. 
 
"What the Scarecrow Thought He Didn't Have":  Conference for Teachers of Gifted and 

Talented Students, May, 1987. 
 
"Faustian Bargains":  Texas Medical Association Conference, Austin, Texas, Fall, 1987. 
 
"A Radical Proposal for the Doctor Myth":  Texas Medical Association Conference, 

Austin, Texas, Fall, 1987. 
 
"Spatial and Temporal Ethics":  The Frontiers of American Philosophy  Conference, 

Texas A&M University, June, 1988. 
 
"ECRA: Enforced Corporate Responsive Adjustment":  The Enforcement of Social 

Values Conference, University of Delaware, June, l988. 
 
"What Can You Do With Art?":  International Society for Value Inquiry Conference at 

the World Congress of Philosophy, England, August, 1988.  
 
"The Development of Penal Sanctions for Corporate Offenders":  St. Edwards University, 

October, 1988. 
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"Wrongful Life":  St. Mary's Law School, February, 1989. 
 
"Kicking Corporate Bodies and Damning Corporate Souls: Uses and Abuses of Corporate 

Criminal Sanctions":  University of Texas, San Antonio, March, l989. 
 
"Plagues and Philosophy": Philosophy and the Education of Children Conference, 

Menger Hotel, San Antonio, April, 1989. 
 
"The Rights of Artworks":  Boston University, April, 1989. 
 
"The Moral Status of Innocence":  University of Georgia, October, 1989. 
 
"Terre Gaste":  Bentley College, October, 1989. 
 
"The Quest for Meaning":  Witte Museum, Texas, October, l989. 
 
"Logical Detection: Critical Reasoning Skill Development": IBM Gallery, New York, 

October, 1989. 
 
"What Happened to My Universe": National Conference on Undergraduate Research, 

1989. 
 
"The Web of the Megamyths":  Witte Museum, Texas, November, 1989. 
 
"Supererogation's Place in Moral Theory":  University of Tulsa, February, 1990. 
 
"Corporate Responsibility and Punishment": Loyola Marymount University, March, 

1990. 
 
"The Dangerous Hero":  California State University, Long Beach, March, 1990. 
 
"Retribution and Game Theory":  Oklahoma State University, March, 1990. 
 
"Responsibility, Retaliation, and TIT FOR TAT":  University of North Carolina, 

Greensboro, April, l990. 
  
"Corporate Wrongdoing: Who Should Be Held Accountable?" University of Texas at 

Austin, April, l990. 
 
"The Responsibilities of Inactive Fictive Groups and Corporate-like Entities for Great 

Social Problems":  American Philosophical Association, Central Division 
Meetings, Invited Symposium Paper, New Orleans, April, l990. 
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"The Paradox of Retribution":  The University of Utah, May, l990. 
 
"Ethical Dilemmas":  University of Texas, San Antonio, November, 1990. 
 
“The Moral Problems of Heroism”:  Millersville State University, February, 1991. 
 
“The Legal Concept of Personhood”: Greater Philadelphia Philosophy  
 Colloquium, March, 1991. 
 
“Evil”:  St. Mary’s University, October, 1991. 
 
"Then There Were None?": Texas Tech University, April, 1992. 
 
"Dinner With Auden": Texas Tech University, April, 1992.  
 
"Responsibility and Reengineering the Corporation": Marquette University, July, 1993. 

  
 "Ethical Costs of Corporate Reengineering": University of Colorado, Boulder,   
  October, 1993. 
 
 "Doing Business in the 'Hood": University of Denver, February, 1994. 
 
 "Business Ethics in South Central LA":  Loyola Marymount University, Los   
  Angeles, CA, February, 1994. 
  
 "Doing One's Duty in Conflict Situations: Moral Harmony?" Southern    
  Connecticut State University, New Haven, CT, February, 1994. 
  
 "Life and Suicide": University of Rhode Island, February, 1994 and University of   
  North Carolina, Charlotte, April, 1994. 
  
 "Loss of Innocence and Moral Education":  University of South Florida, St.   
  Petersburg, March, 1994. 
 
 "Time": Queen's College, Charlotte, NC, April, 1994. 
 
 "Why Corporations May Be Better Suited to Being Ethical Than Human Beings":   
  International Conference on Management and Ethics, Taipei,    
  Taiwan, June, 1994. 
 
 "Time and Fate": Belmont University, Nashville, TN, October, 1994. 
 
 "International Business: War and Games":  Loyola University, New Orleans,   
 November 1994. 
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 "Good Business-Good Neighbors":  University of Colorado, Boulder, February,   
  1995. 
  
 "Alienation and the Computer":  National Symposium on Ethics and Values in   
  the Public Administration Academy, Tampa, February, 1995. 
 
 " Misinformation and Disservice in the Workplace:  Ethical Strategies for    
  Dealing with the Tyranny of the Software":  Massey Graduate School of   
  Business, Nashville, TN, April, 1995. 
 
 "Ethics, Death, and Western Movies:" North American Society of Social    
  Philosophy, International Conference, Colby College, Waterville, ME,   
  August, 1995. 
 
 "Ethical Limits on Employer Mandatory Case Management":  The Hastings   
  Center, Briarcliff Manor, NY, November, 1995. 
 
 “Aristotle Contemplating the Dying Duke”: Conference on Ethics and Popular   
  Culture, St. Petersburg, April 18, 1996. 
  
 “Who Cares About Virtual Iphigenia?  Old Wine, New Bottles?  Old Dogs,   
  New Tricks?”:  American Philosophical Association, Central Division,   
  Chicago, IL, April 24, 1996.  
 
 “A Lack of Good Judgment or Just Wicked?”:  Southwest Association of    
  Administrators, Keynote Address, Hot Springs, AR, February 16, 1997  
 
 “The Ethically Errant’s New Mantra”: National Conference on Applied Ethics,   
  Keynote Address, Long Beach, CA, March 1, 1997. 
  
 “Ethical Issues in the New World of Health Care”: University of Pittsburgh,   
  Pittsburgh, PA, March 26, 1997. 
 
 “Issues of Personal and Corporate Responsibility in Managed Care”:  The    
  Consortium Ethics Program, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, 
  Pittsburgh, PA, March 27, 1997. 
 
 “The Mount and the Mountains”: National Conference on Ethics and Popular   
  Culture, Clearwater, FL, April 10, 1997. 
 
 “Unchosen Evil and War Crimes”: University of Minnesota, February 17, 1998. 
 
 “Space, Time, and Shame”: University of Minnesota, February 17, 1998. 
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 “Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes”: {Co-authored with Mitch    
  Haney}, University of Utah, May 29, 1998. 
 
 “The Meaning of Democracy: A Western Perspective”: Twentieth World    
  Congress of Philosophy, Boston, August 12, 1998. 
  
 “Teleopathic Sicknesses of Management and Their Ethical Antidote in    
  the Organization”: University of Pittsburgh, October 28, 1998. 
 
 “Courage”: University of Pittsburgh, Consortium Ethics Program, October   
  28, 1998. 
 
 “Unchosen Evil and the Responsibility of War Criminals”: Reich Memorial   
  Lecture, United States Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, CO,   
  November 18, 1998. 
 
 “The Responsibility of Balkan War Criminals: Unchosen but Preferential    
  Wickedness”: Colby College, Waterville, ME, April 20, 1999. 
 
 “Aristotle Contemplates the Shootist: Courage, Integrity, and Terminal Illness”:   
  The Marshall Dodge Memorial Lecture, University of Maine, Orono, ME, 
  April 21, 1999.  
  
 “Karmic and Nonkarmic Moral Theories”: Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ,   
  March 29, 2000. 
 
 “Ethics and Intercollegiate Sports”: Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, 
  October 4, 2000. 
 
 “ Revenge in the Western”: American Philosophical Association, Central Division  
  Meetings, Minneapolis, MN, May 2001. 
 
 “Thoughts on Stuff I Haven’t Thought Much About in Years”: Society for    
  Business Ethics, Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, August 2001.   Session  
  Honoring French’s Work in Corporate Moral Agency and Responsibility 
 
 “Ethics and the Current State of Journalism”: Chautauqua Institution, July 2002. 
 
 “Honor and Vengeance”: Western Missouri State University, St. Joseph, MO,   
  October 2002. 
 

“Mapping the Conceptual Geography of Virtuous Vengeance Through Westerns”: 
University of the South, Sewanne, TN, November 2002.  
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 “Moral Assessment, Inference Gaps, and Institutional Ethics”: American Society   
  of Consulting Psychologists, Keynote Address, February, 2003. 
 
 “Cultural Memory and Shared Mental and Emotional States”: Keynote Address,   
  22nd Annual Conference of the Western Humanities Alliance, University of  
  Utah, October 2003. 
 
 “The Jefferson Paradox”: The David Ringelheim Memorial Lecture, Florida   
  Atlantic University, January 2004. 
 
 “Memories are Made of This!”:  University of California, Riverside, April 2004. 
 
 “Inference Gaps in Moral Assessment: Capitalism, Corporations and  
  Individuals”: CERI conference on “The Moralization of Capitalism,” Paris, 
   France, May 2004. 
  
 “Torture”: Coastal Carolina University, Jackson Family Memorial Lecture, April   
  2010. 
  
 “Corporate Affectivity and Membership in the Moral Community,” and “Citizen’s  
  United”: Faculty of Law, Oxford University, UK, September 2012. 
  
 “Moral Responsibility Ascriptions to Financial Institutions, Individuals    
  Working Within Them, and the System They Embody: Preliminary   
  Thoughts”: University of Warwick, UK, June 2013. 
  
 “The Diachronic Moral Responsibility of Firms”: Keynote, Conference on the   
  Moral Responsibility of Firms, INSEAD-Wharton Conference,    
  Fountainebleau, France, December 2013. 
 
 “Comments on Papers by Toni Erskine, Deborah Tollefson, and Laurence    
  Thomas at the American Philosophical Association Session on the Work   
  of Peter French”: APA Central Division Meetings, February 2014. 
 
 “Revenge and the Problem of Multiple Avengers”: Conference on Forgiveness   
  and Revenge, Union College, May 2014. 
   
Some Public Presentations and Speeches: 
 
 “Ethics and Mediation: The Integrity of the Mediator,” USF Mediation    
  Institute, January, 19, 1996. 
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 “The Shadow of Death,” Learning in Retirement, Bradenton, FL, January 23,   
  1996. 
 
 “Ethical Issues in Corporate Downsizing,” Business Leaders’ Conference,    
  Tampa, March 1,1996. 
 
 “Aristotle Contemplating the Dying Duke,” The Ethics Center, March 27, 1996. 
 
 “Kafka and Casey: Remarks at a University Commencement”      
  Commencement Address, USF St. Petersburg, May 5, 1996. 
 
 “Honor, Integrity, and the Broker’s Twelve Commandments,” Florida    
  Mortgage Brokers Convention, Tarpon Springs, FL, August 22, 1996. 
 
 “Ethics and Small Business Success,” St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce   
  Entrepreneurial Academy, September 12, 1996. 
 
 “If It Weren’t for the Honor, I’d Prefer to Walk,” Honors Convocation    
  Address, USF Fort Myers, October 18, 1996. 
 
 “Alienation and the Computer,” The Conference Board, Families and Work Institute,  
  National Meeting in Tampa, October 28, 1996. 
 
 “Ethics in the New Corporate Managed Care Schemes,” Tampa Bay Area Phi   
  Beta Kappa, Tampa, November 14, 1996. 
  
 “Ethics and Molly Goldberg,” Brandeis University National Women’s    
  Committee,  Annual Meeting, Pinellas Park, FL, January 12,1997. 
  
 “Downsizing and Compensation,” Eckerd College, St. Petersburg, FL, March 19, 1997. 
 
 “Ethics and the Federal Sentencing Guidelines,” University Club of Tampa,   
  October 8, 1997.  
 
 “Vengeance and Karma,” Faculty of the Humanities Luncheon at the    
  United States Air Force Academy, November 19, 1998. 
 
 “The Ethics of Exporting American Jobs,” Chautuaqua Institution, July 16, 2004. 
  
 The Lincoln Center at Chautauqua, three-day presentations on ethics,    
  Chautauqua Institution, Summers of 2002 – 2012. 
 
Lennox Public Lectures Delivered at Trinity University, San Antonio, TX:  
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Fall 1981:      "The Survival of My Counterpart" 
Spring 1982:  "The Places of British Fiction" 
Fall 1982:  "Uncovering a Principle of Moral Responsibility:   
 The Crash on Mt. Erebus" 
Spring 1983: "The Logical Detective and the Treasure Hunter"  
Fall 1983: "Love on the Sinking Titanic" 
Fall 1984: "It's A Damn Shame" 
Spring 1985: "The Future of Hell" 
Fall 1985: "The Fine Art of Murder" 
Spring 1986: "East of Eden and South of Heaven" 
Fall l986: "How Much Is a Human Being Worth?" 
Spring l987: " Ghosts Day in Court" 
Fall l987: "The Monster That Crushed Camelot" 
Spring 1988: "There's A Place for Us"  
Fall l988: "Better Off Unborn?" 
Spring 1989: "The Beast from Air" 
Fall 1989: "The Dangerous Hero"  
Fall 1990: "Fate!" 
Spring 1991: "Evil" 
Fall 1991: "Love" 
Spring 1992: “Hope” 
Fall 1992: “Soul” 
Spring 1993: “Duty” 
Fall 1993:   "Life" 
Spring 1994: "Time" 
 

Dr. French’s Philosophical Four Letter Words - A Series of Original Video presentations and 
lecture/discussions delivered at the University of South Florida:  
  “Life” - September 11, 1996 
  “Duty” - September 25, 1996 
  “Loss” - October 2, 1996 
  “Time” - October 16, 1996 
  “Soul” - October 30, 1996 
  “Evil” - November 20, 1996 
  “Love” - December 11, 1996  

 “Hope” - January 21, 1998 
 “Love - Revisited”  - February 11, 1998  
 “Fate” - February 18, 1998 
 “Just” - March 25, 1998 
 “Evil Returns” - April 28, 1999 
 

Lectures delivered at the Woodside Seminars, Arizona: 
 Ethics and the Sea Service Chaplains – February 2006  
  Ethics and the Films of John Ford – February 2007 
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  Integrity – March 2008 
  Moral Responses to Evil – February 2009 
  Torture – February 2010 
  An Evil Fantasy: The Search Committee from Hell – February 2011 
  Moral Belief to Behavior Mismatching Or Why Your Moral Character   
   Has Little To Do With What You Believe – February 2012 
  My Dinner with Auden – February 2013 
      
Grants Awarded: 
 

Summer Research Grant, University of Minnesota, Graduate School: "The Concept of 
Blame," 1973. 

 
National Endowment for the Humanities, participated in the writing of a major grant that 

was awarded to the American Philosophical Association to develop a curriculum 
in Business Ethics, 1975. 

 
Single Quarter Leave, University of Minnesota: "Corporate Responsibility, Spring, 1976. 
 
Grant-in-Aid of Research, Graduate School, University of Minnesota, "Corporate 

Responsibility," 1976-1977. 
 
Summer Research Grant, University of Minnesota, Graduate School:  "Corporate 

Personhood," 1977. 
 
Minnesota Humanities Commission, Two Grants: "Contemporary Moral Problems" and 

"Philosophy in Contemporary American Thought," Lecture Series, 1976-1977 and 
1977-1978. 

 
Development Grant, Center for Educational Development:  "Practical Logic," Summer, 

1977. 
 
Program Grant, Minnesota Council on Quality Education:  "Teaching Philosophy in the 

Fifth and Sixth Grades" (Three grants) 1977-1978, 1978-1979, 1979-1980. 
 
Hill Foundation Fellowship to bring Professor J.L. Mackie to the University of Minnesota 

for the Fall Quarter, 1977. 
 
Delaware Humanities Forum, "Ethical Issues in Agri-Business," 1981. 
 
Matchette Foundation for a Series of Three Lectures at Trinity University; Spring, 1983, 

Fall 1984, and Fall 1985. 
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National Endowment for the Humanities, Director, Summer Seminar for College 
Professors, topic, "Collective and Corporate Responsibility," held at Trinity 
University, San Antonio, TX,  Summer, 1983. 

 
Exxon Education Foundation for Undergraduate Philosophy Research Center, 1985. 
 
Hearst Foundation for Undergraduate Philosophy Research Center, 1986. 
 
The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations for Undergraduate Philosophy Research Center, 

1986. 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Director, Summer Seminar for College 

Teachers, topic "Varieties of Responsibility," held at Trinity University, San 
Antonio, TX, Summer, 1987. 

 
International Business Machines, AVC grant, 1989. 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Director, Summer Seminar for College 

Teachers, topic "The Spectrum of Responsibility," held at Trinity University, San 
Antonio, TX,  Summer 1990. 

 
Apple, Inc. Software Development Grant, 1990. 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Director, Summer Seminar for College 

Teachers, topic “Responsibility in the Real World,” held at Trinity University, 
San Antonio, TX,  Summer 1992. 

 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Director, Summer Seminar for College 

Teachers, topic “Responsibility and Social Issues: Theory and Application," held 
at the University of Colorado, Boulder, CO, Summer, 1995. 

 
Also co-authored grants from Non-Profit Hospital Ventures (for medical ethics); 

Commission on Aging with Dignity (for ethics and aging project); Southwest 
Florida Water Management District (for environmental ethics project) 

 
Other Professional Activities: 
 

Visiting Philosopher, University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire (under a grant from the 
Council for Philosophical Studies), April 1978.   

 
Visiting Philosopher, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK, March, 1990. 
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Member of the Board of Directors and the Curriculum Development Team of the 
American Philosophical Association's Committee for Education in Business 
Ethics (funded for two years by NEH), 1976-1979. 

 
Member, Advisory Board of the Center for the Study of Values, 1981-1989. 
 
Member, Advisory Board of WGBH-TV, Boston, MA, 1975-1977. 
 
Consultant, KTCA-TV, Minnesota Public Television, 1973-1975. 
 
Major advisor for the radio program "Ashes to Ashes," Minnesota Public Radio, National 

Award Winner, 1976. 
 
Consultant for West Central Minnesota, Minnesota Humanities Commission, 1976-1977. 
 
Member of the Board of Directors, Minnesota Humanities Commission, 1977-1980. 
 
Member of the National Board of Directors of the National Conference on Undergraduate 

Research, 1988-1991. 
 
Member, American Philosophical Association Committee on Careers, 1982 - 1985. 
 
Member, American Philosophical Association National Fund Raising Committee.  2002 – 

2006. 
 
Member, Advisory Committee on Public Television Productions at Austin Public 

Television, 1983-1985. 
 
Member, National Research Council, 1985-present. 

 
Representative of the Rhodes Scholarship Program at Trinity University, 1984-1993. 
 
Representative of the British Marshall Scholarship Program at Trinity University, 1985-

1994. 
 
Representative of the Elie Wiesel Foundation at Trinity University, 1992-1994. 
 
Member of the Board of The Business Ethics Quarterly, 1989-present. 
 
Member of the Board of Officers of the North American Society for Social Philosophy, 

1988-2005. 
 
Member, Editorial Board of Editions Rodopi, Universal Justice Series, Amsterdam, 

Holland, 1991- 2005. 



CURRICULUM VITAE:  PETER A. FRENCH 
 
 

 
 – 25 – 

 
Member of the Board of Advisors of the Matchette Foundation, 1991-present. 
  
Member, The Program Advisory Committee for the American Philosophical Association, 

Eastern Division, 1994-1998. 
 
Evaluator, Southwest Texas State University, to judge the nominees for the NEH 

Distinguished Teaching Professorship, 1999. 
 
Chair, American Philosophical Association Committee of the Status and Future of the 

Profession, 2002 – 2005. 
 
Member, Board of Officers, American Philosophical Association, 2002 – 2005. 
 
Member, Advisory Board, Public Affairs Quarterly, 2001 – 2004.  
 
Member of the Team that designed and delivered two Professional Development Training 

Courses on ethics and virtue for the United States Navy Chaplains Corp 
(involving Marine and Naval chaplains during the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars), 
2004-2006.  

 
Reviewer for a number of philosophical journals and publishers including:  St. Martin's, Random 

House, Blackwell, University of Minnesota Press, Macmillan, Wadsworth, Yale 
University Press, Cornell University Press, Oxford University Press, University of 
Chicago Press, Notre Dame University Press, Routledge, Prentice Hall, Kluwer, 
McGraw-Hill, Ethics, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, Business Ethics 
Quarterly, Public Affairs Quarterly, Mind, etc. 

 
Professional Organizations: 
 

American Philosophical Association, Society for Philosophy and Public Affairs, Society 
for Business Ethics, Society of Philosophy Journal Editors, North American 
Society for Social Philosophy. 


